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The  helicopter was substantially damaged when the main rotor contacted an open hangar door during takeoff and the helicopter subsequently
impacted  the  ground.    The  pilot stated that the helicopter was parked on the ramp approximately 35 feet from the hangar.  The bi-fold
hangar  door was open and extended about 10 feet out over the ramp.  He stated that after takeoff, as the aircraft began to move away from
the  hangar,  the passenger in the left front seat "accidentally and inadvertently hit or bumped the counterweight portion of the cyclic."
The  helicopter  drifted  toward  the open hangar door and before he could correct the drift the main rotor clipped the bottom edge of the
door.    He  recalled:  "I quickly maneuvered away from the hangar building and began to level the aircraft."  The helicopter descended to
the  ramp.    The subsequent hard landing caused the skids to collapse and the main rotor to sever the tail boom.  A ground witness to the
accident  submitted  a  video recording of the accident flight.  Review of the recording revealed that after the helicopter lifted-off, it
paused  in  a  hover for a few seconds and then began to climb out, subsequently contacting the door.  No drift toward the hangar building
was observed prior to rotor blade contact with the door.
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The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
The  pilot's  inadequate  preflight planning due to his selection of an unsuitable takeoff area and his failure to maintain clearance from
the open hangar door.  A contributing factor was the open hangar door.

Accident (Continued)

Occurrence #1:         IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH OBJECT
Phase of Operation:  TAKEOFF

Findings
     1.  (C) PREFLIGHT PLANNING/PREPARATION - INADEQUATE - PILOT IN COMMAND
     2.  (C) UNSUITABLE TERRAIN OR TAKEOFF/LANDING/TAXI AREA - SELECTED - PILOT IN COMMAND
     3.  (C) CLEARANCE - NOT MAINTAINED - PILOT IN COMMAND
     4.  (F) OBJECT - HANGAR/AIRPORT BUILDING
----------

Occurrence #2:         IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation:  DESCENT - UNCONTROLLED

Findings
     5.  MISC ROTORCRAFT,MAIN ROTOR/TAIL BOOM CONTACT
     6.  TERRAIN CONDITION - GROUND
----------

Occurrence #3:         GEAR COLLAPSED
Phase of Operation:  DESCENT - UNCONTROLLED

Findings
     7.  LANDING GEAR,SKID ASSEMBLY - COLLAPSED

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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